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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2. 5-9, 11, 12, 17, 18, 30, 31, 40 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

103(a) as being unpatentable over Fukuoka (U.S. Patent 6,300,976) with a view to 

Harris (U.S. Patent 6.738,643). 

As to claims 1 and 2, Fukuoka teaches a portable electronic device comprising: 
a CPU (figure 6, a camera, column 2, lines 46-55, with CPU(23), column 5, lines 

29-33), 

A transceiver coupled to said CPU, the transceiver capable of wired 
communications (figure 3, camera to cellular telephone (32), column 3, lines 27-48), 

A memory unit coupled to the CPU (figure 6, column 2, lines 55-62, column 12, 
lines 17-30), 

An image capture device coupled to the CPU, the image capture device acquires 
an image (figure 6, column 4, lines 35-63), 

Wherein the transceiver transmits the image to a remote storage device through 
an intermediate electronic device (figures 3 and 5, Images transmitted through a cellular 
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telephone to a computer or remote storage device, column 4, lines 15-19, column 3, 
lines 39-45), 

Wherein the transceiver automatically begins transmitting images after the image 
is acquired by the image capture device (the I/O card transceiver manages the images 
in a monitoring mode, column 4, lines 15-34). 

Fukuoka teaches an I/O card to perform a wired connection to the intermediate 
electronic device but does not teach a wireless connection. 

Harris teaches a personal digital assistant comprising a camera and a Bluetooth 
module to acquire images and wireless link to a nearby cellular telephone and or PSTN 
telephone (figures 2 and 4, column 2, lines 10-22). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify the easily convertible I/O card of Fukuoka with a Bluetooth module as taught by 
Harris to facilitate a convenient wireless transfer of data between the camera and 
intermediate electronic device. 

As to claims 5-7, 30, 31, 40 and 41 with respect to claims 1, 30 and 40, Fukuoka 
teaches a system to command and control a remote digital camera including commands 
to change the amount of compression or aspect of images, take a picture or a series of 
moving pictures, to flash, focus, exposure, audio etc. (column 9, line 40 to column 10 
line 65) with an awareness of when the camera memory is full (Abstract). Since 
Fukuoka also teaches a camera system to remotely transmit and receive images from a 
connected computer (column 4, lines 3-19), it would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Fukuoka with a command to 
begin transmitting the images stored in the camera when the CPU determines the 
memory is full or has reached some capacity point in the normal procedure to remotely 
store and to maintain operation. 

As to claims 8 and 9, with respect to claim 1 , Fukuoka teaches the transmitter of 
the portable electronic device may receive images from the remote storage device, the 
Bluetooth connection protocol discussed in claim 1 (column 4, lines 3-19). 

As to claims 1 1 and 12, with respect to claim 10, and claims 17 and 18 with 
respect to claim 16, Fukuoka teaches a camera with an I/O card or transceiver to 
provide connection to a cellular telephone (figure 3, column 3, lines 27-45) but does not 
teach the transceiver comprises the wireless Bluetooth protocol. 

Harris teaches a personal digital assistant with a built in camera capable of an IR 
or Bluetooth connection to a conventional cellular telephone (or landline telephone) 
(figure 2, column 1, line 41 to column 2, line 22). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to exchange the I/O card of Fukuoka 
for the Bluetooth module of Harris for convenience of a wireless connection to a 
portable device and selecting a type of short range communication with better noise 
immunity. 
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2. Claims 3, 4, 29 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fukuoka (U.S. Patent 6,300,976) and Harris (U.S. Patent 6,738,643) 
with a view to Reele et al. (U.S. Patent 5,893.037). 

As to claims 3 and 4 with respect to claim 1 , and claim 29 with respect to claim 
23 and claim 39 with respect to claim 36, Fukuoka teaches a remote image storing and 
viewing system where the camera is programmed with an operating portion through 
which the user inputs commands such as the command to take a picture when the 
shutter button is pressed (column 5, lines 29-39). Fukuoka does not specifically teach 
the transceiver transmits the image when the input control is activated. 

Reele teaches a camera with wireless link to a cellular telephone where the 
camera operator activates an image transmission selector on the control interface of the 
camera to command the camera to download the digital image signal stored in memory 
(figures 2-4, column 5, lines 25-49, column 3, lines 10-15). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to recognize in the operating portion of Fukuoka modified the selection to 
transmit images as taught by Reele for local control by the camera operator to transmit 
images for remote sight viewing and storage. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by anotlier filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has futfiiled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 10, 16, 22-26, 28, 32-36 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 

being anticipated by Fukuoka (U.S. Patent 6,300,976). 

As to claims 10 and 16, Fukuoka teaches a cell phone comprises: 

A CPU (figure 6, a camera, column 2, lines 46-55, with CPU (23), column 5, lines 

29-33). 

A memory unit coupled to the CPU (figure 6, column 2, lines 55-62, column 12, 
lines 17-30), 

At least two transceivers both coupled to the CPU, a first transceiver providing 
communication to a portable electronic device and a second transceiver providing 
communication to a remote storage device (figure 3, link to the camera and wireless 
network connection), 

Wherein the cell phone transfers images from the portable electronic device to 
the remote storage device (column 3, lines 27-45) and transfers images from the remote 
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storage device to the portable electronic device using a communications link (column 4, 
lines 3-6). 

As to claims 22 and 32, Fukuoka teaches a system and method for remote data 
storage and retrieval for portable electronics comprising: 

A portable electronic device further comprising memory, a central processing 
unit, an image capture device and a transceiver (figures 1 , 7 and 8, a digital camera 
(30), column 2, lines 46-67), 

An intermediary electronic device further comprising memory an at least two 
transceivers (figure 3, cellular telephone (32), camera connection, network connection, 
column 3, lines 27-37), 

A communication link between the portable device and the intermediary 
electronic device (figure 3, line (24)), 

A communication link between the intermediary electronic device and a cellular 
network wherein the cellular network is connected to the Internet (I/O card including a 
modem to connect to the Internet through the telephone, column 3, lines 33-48), 

A remote storage device further comprising data storage space wherein the 
storage device is connected to the Internet (column 3, lines 39-45), 

Wherein the portable electronic device is able to transmit images to the remote 
storage device (column 3, lines 39-45). 
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As to claims 23 and 33, Fukuoka teaches the portable electronic device 
comprises a digital camera (figure 1, column 2. lines 46-67). 

As to claims 24-26 and 34-36, Fukuoka teaches a camera with an I/O card or 
transceiver to provide connection to a modern cellular telephone (figure 3, column 3, 
lines 27-45) but does not teach the transceiver comprises the wireless Bluetooth 
protocol. 

Harris teaches a personal digital assistant with a built in camera capable of an IR 
or Bluetooth connection to a conventional cellular telephone (or landline telephone) 
(figure 2, column 1 , line 41 to column 2, line 22). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to exchange the I/O card of Fukuoka 
for the Bluetooth module of Harris for convenience of a wireless connection to a 
portable device and selecting a type of short range communication with better noise 
immunity. 

As to claims 28 and 38, Fukuoka teaches the transceiver automatically begins 
transmitting the image after the image is acquired by the image capture device (figure 5, 
a monitoring system meaning real time observation of the images at the remote station, 
column 4, lines 15-31). 
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3. Claims 1 3-1 5, 1 9-21 , 27 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fukuoka (U.S. Patent 6,300,976) with a view to Whitman (U.S. 
Patent 6,526,351). 

As to claims 13-15 and 19-21 and claim 27 with respect to claim 25 and claim 37 
with respect to claim 35, Fukuoka teaches a cell phone comprising the claim elements 
of claims 10 and 1 6 respectively, but does not teach a portable computer. 

Whitman teaches at least two transceivers both coupled to the CPU, a first 
transceiver providing communication to a portable electronic device and a second 
transceiver providing communication to a remote storage device (figure 5, modern 
cellular telephone linked or integrated with PDA (52) and Bluetooth link to digital camera 
(57), column 14, line 32 to column 15, line 65). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to exchange the cell phone of 
Fukuoka for the PDA/ cell phone combination of Whitman to gain processing power in 
the device wirelessly coupling the camera and remote storage unit. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kim (U.S. Patent 6,278,884) discloses a combination cellular 
telephone, alarm, AM/FM radio and camera where the camera transmits images 
automatically when triggered by a sensor or manually with a key press by the user. 
Lichtfuss (U.S. Patent 6,677,904) discloses a camera with an integrated wireless 
antenna suitable to support a transceiver for images and control. Kim (U.S. Patent 
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6,681 ,120) discloses a cellular or satellite telephone capable of wireless communication 
with the Internet with replaceable memory for recording music and data from the 
Internet and also includes a camera and microphone to record for wireless transmit ion. 
Schaeffer et al. (U.S. Patent 6,731 ,952) discloses a mobile telephone system having a 
detachable camera/ battery module. Shiota et al. (U.S. Patent 6,657,660) discloses a 
system for storing and utilizing picture image data recorded by a digital camera. 
Yoshida et al. (U.S. Patent 6,690,417) discloses a control system to monitor and 
compress images as necessary for remote storage. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blane J Jackson whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
5291 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM-5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on (703) 305-4385. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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